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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
 

Prelude/Procession/Bell    
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
*Thanksgiving for Baptism: 
L:  Alleluia! Christ is risen 
C:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
L:  Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of 
baptism. 
 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

L:  We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from 
death to life, from tears to joy. We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in 
the grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive 
our souls, like cups of cool water shared with strangers. Breathe your peace on your 
church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. Send us 
companions on our journey as we share your life. Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our 
hearts. Shower us with life. To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of 
God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 
*Gathering Hymn:   “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”    ELW #369 
 1  Christ the Lord is ris'n today; Alleluia! 
  Christians, hasten on your way; Alleluia! 
  offer praise with love replete, Alleluia! 
  at the paschal victim's feet. Alleluia! 
 
  2  For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Alleluia! 
  sinless in the sinner's stead. Alleluia! 
  Christ the Lord is ris'n on high; Alleluia! 
  now he lives, no more to die. Alleluia! 
 
  3  Christ, the victim undefiled, Alleluia! 
  God and sinners reconciled, Alleluia! 
  when contending death and life, Alleluia! 
  met in strange and awesome strife. Alleluia! 
 
  4  Christians, on this holy day, Alleluia! 
  all your grateful homage pay; Alleluia! 
  Christ the Lord is ris'n on high; Alleluia! 
  now he lives, no more to die. Alleluia! 
  Text: attr. Wipo of Burgundy, d. c. 1050; tr. Jane E. Leeson, 1807-1882, alt. 
  Music by: Robert Williams Reprint by permission of Once License #A-736797 



*Apostolic Greeting: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
*Hymn of Praise:  “Shout to the Lord”   ELW #821 
  My Jesus, my Savior, 
  Lord, there is none like you. 
  All of my days I want to praise 
  the wonders of your mighty love. 
  My comfort, my shelter, 
  tower of refuge and strength; 
  let ev'ry breath, all that I am 
  never cease to worship you. 
 
  Shout to the Lord, all the earth, let us sing 
  power and majesty, praise to the King. 
  Mountains bow down and the seas will roar 
  at the sound of your name. 
  I sing for joy at the work of your hands; 
  forever I'll love you, forever I'll stand. 
  Nothing compares to the promise I have in you. 
  Text: Darlene Zschech, b. 1965 Text © 1993 Darlene Zschech/Hillsong Publishing, 
   admin. in the USA & Canada by Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP)  
  One License #A-736797 

*Prayer of the Day: 
O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into 
your fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make 
us one with you, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading:            Acts 4:5-12 
The next day the rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the 
high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly 
family. 7When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what 
power or by what name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to 
them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good 
deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, 10let 
it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before 
you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom 
God raised from the dead. 11This Jesus is ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the 
builders; it has become the cornerstone.’ 12There is salvation in no one else, for there is 
no other name under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.” 
L: Word of God, Word of Life.       C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 



Responsive Psalm Reading:     Psalm 23 
L:  The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. 
C:  The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me  
     beside still waters. 
L:  You restore my soul, O LORD, and guide me along right  
     pathways for your name’s sake. 
C:  Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I  
     shall fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your 
     staff, they comfort me.  
L:  You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you  
     anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
C:  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my  
     life, and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  

Scripture Reading:              1 John 3:16-24 
1We know love by this, that Jesus Christ laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay 
down our lives for one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the 
world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 18Little children, 
let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this we will know that 
we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our hearts 
condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if 
our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 22and we receive from him 
whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. 23And 
this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and 
love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his commandments 
abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the 
Spirit that he has given us. 
L: Word of God, Word of Life.       C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Children’s Sermon 
 
*Gospel Acclamation:    “Alleluia”       ELW, Setting 4, pg. 151 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006.  All rights reserved.   
Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #SB109327. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Holy Gospel:       John 10:11-18      
L: The Holy Gospel according to the Book of John.                         
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus said: 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the 
wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and 
scatters them. 13The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the 
sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the 
Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have 
other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to 
my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves 
me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but 
I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up 
again. I have received this command from my Father.” 
L: The Gospel of the Lord.     C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
Sermon 
 
*Hymn:     “Have No Fear, Little Flock”     ELW #764  
 1   Have no fear, little flock; 
 have no fear, little flock, 
 for the Father has chosen 
 to give you the kingdom; 
 have no fear, little flock! 
 

 2   Have good cheer, little flock; 
 have good cheer, little flock, 
 for the Father will keep you 
 in his love forever; 
 have good cheer, little flock! 
 

 3   Praise the Lord high above; 
 praise the Lord high above, 
 for he stoops down to heal you, 
 uplift and restore you; 
 praise the Lord high above! 
 

 4   Thankful hearts raise to God; 
 thankful hearts raise to God, 
 for he stays close beside you, 
 in all things works with you; 
 thankful hearts raise to God! 
  Text: Luke 12:32, st. 1; Marjorie Jilson, b. 1931, sts. 2-4 
  Music: Heinz Werner Zimmermann, b. 1930 
  Text © 1973 Concordia Publishing House    One License #A-736797 
 
 



*Apostles’ Creed: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
*Prayers of the People         
L: God of grace,   C: hear our prayer.                         
 
*Peace: 
L: The peace of Christ be with you always. C:  And also with you. 
 
Offering:    “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”  ELW #182 
  Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 
  and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
  Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 
  that we may be fed with the bread of life. 
  Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; 
  unite them with the prayers we offer now. 
  Grace our table with your presence, 
  and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 
   Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.#SB109327 

 
*Offertory Prayer:  
Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here be signs 
of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our 
true vine. Amen. 
 
*The Lord’s Prayer: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Benediction: 
L:  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C:  Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
L:  The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter 

hope ☩ bless you now and always. 

C:  Amen. 
 
*Sending Hymn:    “God Be with You Till We Meet Again”   ELW #536                      
  1   God be with you till we meet again; 
  by good counsels guide, uphold you, 
  with a shepherd's care enfold you; 
  God be with you till we meet again. 
 

 Refrain: 
 Till we meet, (till we meet,)  
 till we meet, (till we meet again,)  
 till we meet at Jesus' feet; (till we meet,)  
 till we meet, (till we meet,) 
 till we meet, (till we meet again.) 
 God be with you till we meet again. 

 

  2   God be with you till we meet again; 
  holy wings securely hide you, 
  daily manna still provide you; 
  God be with you till we meet again.  Refrain: 
 

  3   God be with you till we meet again; 
  when life's perils thick confound you, 
  put unfailing arms around you; 
  God be with you till we meet again.  Refrain: 
  Text: Jeremiah E. Rankin, 1828-1904, alt. 
  Music: William G. Tomer, 1833-1896  CCLI #2275507 Public Domain 

  
*Dismissal: 
L:  Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
C:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 


