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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
 

Prelude/Procession/Bell    
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
*Confession and Forgiveness: 

L:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who writes the law on our hearts, who 

draws all people together through Jesus. 
C:  Amen. 
L:  Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

L:  Holy God, 
C:  we confess that we are caught in snares of sin and cannot break free. 
We hoard resources while our neighbors are hungry and cold. We speak in 
ways that silence others. We are silent when we should speak up. We keep 
score in our hearts. We let hurts grow into hatred. For all these things and 
for sins only you know, forgive us, Lord. Amen. 
L:  Here is a flood of grace: Out of love for the whole world, God draws near to 
us, breaks every snare of sin, washes away our wrongs, and restores the 

promise of life through ☩ Jesus Christ. 

C:  Amen. 
 
*Gathering Hymn:   “Give to Our God Immortal Praise!”    ELW #848   
  1   Give to our God immortal praise! 
  Mercy and truth are all his ways. 
  Wonders of grace to God belong; 
  repeat his mercies in your song. 
 

  2   God sent his Son with pow'r to save 
  from guilt and darkness and the grave. 
  Wonders of grace to God belong; 
  repeat his mercies in your song. 
 

  3   Give to the Lord of lords renown; 
  the King of kings with glory crown. 
  His mercies ever shall endure 
  when lords and kings are known no more! 
  Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 
  Music: arr. John Hatton, d. 1793 Public Domain CCLI #2275507 

 



*Apostolic Greeting: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
Kyrie:                ELW Setting 4, page 147 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the Peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for 
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 
pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen. 

Prayer of the Day: 
O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen 
world and rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your 
light, that all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading:           Numbers 21:4-9 
From Mount Hor the Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around 
the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. 5The people 
spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of 
Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest 
this miserable food.” 6Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, 
and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. 7The people came to Moses 
and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray 
to the LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the 
people. 8And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a 
pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” 9So Moses made a 
serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, 
that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 
L: Word of God, Word of Life.       C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 



Responsive Psalm Reading:   Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 
L: Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good, for God’s mercy endures  
     forever. 
C: Let the redeemed of the LORD proclaim that God redeemed them  
     from the hand of the foe, 
 
L: gathering them in from the lands; from the east and from the west from the  
     north and from the south. 
C: Some were fools and took rebellious paths; through their sins  
     they were afflicted. 
L: They loathed all manner of food and drew near to death’s door. 
C: Then in their trouble they cried to the LORD and you delivered them  
     from their distress.  
L: You sent forth your word and healed them and rescued them from the grave. 
C: Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your steadfast love and your  
     wonderful works for all people. 
L: Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving and tell of your deeds with shouts of  
     joy.  

Scripture Reading:           Ephesians 2:1-10 
You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which you once lived, 
following the course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the 
spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. 3All of us once lived 
among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and 
senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. 4But God, 
who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us 5even when we 
were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace 
you have been saved—6and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the ages to come he might show the 
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by 
grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God—9not the result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are what 
he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand to be our way of life. 
L: Word of God, Word of Life.       C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Children’s Sermon 
 

 
 
 
 



*Gospel Acclamation:      “Return to the Lord”       Setting 4, pg. 151        

  
From Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006.  All rights reserved.   
Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #SB109327. 

 
 
*Holy Gospel:            John 3:14-21 
L: The Holy Gospel according to the Book of John.                         
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus said: 14“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the 
Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 17“Indeed, God did not 
send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him. 18Those who believe in him are not condemned; but 
those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not 
believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the judgment, that the 
light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light 
because their deeds were evil. 20For all who do evil hate the light and do not 
come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21But those who do 
what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have 
been done in God.” 
L: The Gospel of the Lord.     C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
Sermon 
 
*Hymn:      “What Wondrous Love Is This”     ELW #666  
  1   What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
  What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
  What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 
  to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 
  to bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 
 

   
 
 



  2   When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 
  when I was sinking down, sinking down, 
  when I was sinking down beneath God's righteous frown, 
  Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, 
  Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 
  

  3   To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; 
  to God and to the Lamb I will sing; 
  to God and to the Lamb, who is the great I AM, 
  while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 
  while millions join the theme, I will sing. 
 

  4   And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 
  and when from death I'm free, I'll sing on; 
      and when from death I'm free, I'll sing God's love for me,  

     and through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 
 and through eternity I'll sing on. 

  Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt. Public Domain CCLI #2275507 
  Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. Paul J Christiansen, 1914-1997, alt 
 
*Apostles’ Creed: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third 
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand 
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 
 
*Prayers of the People:      (Sing throughout prayers as directed) 
 O God, we call, O God, we call, 
 from deep inside we yearn, 
 from deep inside we yearn, 
 from deep inside we yearn for You. 
  Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953 Music; CONSOLATION, A. Davisson, Kentucky Harmony, 1816  
  Text © 2006 GIA Publication, Inc. , giamusic.com   CCLI License # 2275507 

*Peace: 
L: The peace of Christ be with you always. C:  And also with you. 
 
Offering 
 



*Offertory Prayer:  
Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. Bless these gifts that 
we have gathered that all people may know your goodness. Feed us not only 
with this holy food but with hunger for justice and peace. We pray this in your 
name. Amen. 
 
*Great Thanksgiving:  
P:  The Lord be with you.  
C:  And also with you.  
P:  Lift up your hearts.  
C:  We lift them to the Lord.  
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
*Holy, Holy, Holy:          ELW Setting 4, Page 153 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, Lord God of Pow’r and might, 
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest 
  Augsburg Fortress. #SB109327 

 

*Words of Institution  
 
*The Lord’s Prayer: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever.  Amen. 
 
Distribution of Holy Communion 
 
Communion Hymns: 
“Lamb of God”          ELW, Setting 4, Page 154 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 grant us peace, grant us peace. 
  Augsburg Fortress. #SB109327 



“Beautiful Things”       ACS 925 
 1   All this pain; 
 I wonder if I'll ever find my way, 
 I wonder if my life could really change at all. 
 
 2   All this earth; 
 Could all that is lost ever be found? 
 Could a garden come up from this ground at all? 
 
 Chorus: 
 You make beautiful things, 
 You make beautiful things out of the dust. 
 You make beautiful things, 
 You make beautiful things out of us. 
 
 3   All around, 
 Hope is springing up from this old ground. 
 Out of chaos, life is being found in You. 
 
 Bridge 
 You make me new You are making me new 
 You make me new You are making me new 
 (REPEAT) 
  CCLI Song # 5665521   CCLI License # 2275507 
  Lisa Gungor | Michael Gungor   © 2009 worshiptogether.com songs 
  For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

 
“Just As I Am, without One Plea”      ELW #592 
  1   Just as I am, without one plea, 
  but that thy blood was shed for me, 
  and that thou bidd'st me come to thee, 
  O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

  2   Just as I am, though tossed about 
  with many a conflict, many a doubt, 
  fightings and fears within, without, 
  O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

  3   Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 
  wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
  because thy promise I believe, 
  O Lamb of God, I come, I come, 
 

   

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
https://www.ccli.com/


  4   Just as I am; thy love unknown 
  has broken ev'ry barrier down; 
  now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 
  O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
  Charlotte Elliott | William Batchelder Bradbury 
  © Words: Public Domain; Music: Public Domain CCLI License # 2275507 

 
“Amazing Grace”       ELW #779    

1 Amazing grace!– how sweet the sound– 
that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found; 
was blind, but now I see. 

2 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
and grace my fears relieved; 
how precious did that grace appear 
the hour I first believed! 

3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares 
I have already come; 
'tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 
and grace will lead me home. 

4 The Lord has promised good to me; 
his word my hope secures; 
he will my shield and portion be 
as long as life endures. 

5 When we've been there ten thousand years, 
bright shining as the sun, 
we've no less days to sing God's praise 
than when we'd first begun. 
 “Amazing Grace” Music by: John Newton  All Rights Reserved CCLI # 2275507 

    
*Communion Blessing 
 
*Communion Prayer: 
Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. 
Raise us to life by your power for the benefit of all and to your glory, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 



 
*Benediction: 
Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed. God bless you and 

keep you, shower you with mercy, fill you with courage, and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 
 
*Sending Hymn:       “Lift High the Cross”     ELW #660   
  Refrain: 
  Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
  till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 

  1   Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, 
  our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.  Refrain: 
 

  2   All newborn servants of the Crucified 
  bear on their brows the seal of him who died.  Refrain: 
 

  3   O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 
  as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee.  Refrain: 
 

  4   So shall our song of triumph ever be: 
  praise to the Crucified for victory!  Refrain: 
  George William Kitchin | Michael Robert Newbolt | Sydney Hugo Nicholson   Public Domain 
  © Words: Hope Publishing Company; Music: Hope Publishing Company CCLI License # 2275507 

                        
*Dismissal: 
L:  Go in peace. You are God’s beloved. C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 


