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Welcome in Jesus’ name.
We extend a special welcome to guests and visitors.
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP

Prelude/Procession/Bells

Welcome and Announcements

L: Blessed be God, the one who forms us, *+ Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit
who makes our joy complete.

C: Amen.

L: Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

L: Steadfast and faithful God,

C: you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are
overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what we
have for the sake of others. For the harm we have caused, known and unknown,
forgive us. For the unjust demands we place on others and your creation, forgive
us. For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor, forgive us. Lead us
back to you and set us on the right path; in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

L: Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding.

God’s compassion is beyond compare. In Jesus, God is always making a new way for

us. In -+ Christ, you are already and always forgiven.
C: Amen.



*Gathering Hymn: “As Saints of Old” ELW #695

1 As saints of old their firstfruits brought
of orchard, flock, and field

to God, the giver of all good,

the source of bounteous yield;

so we today firstfruits would bring,

the wealth of this good land,

of farm and market, shop and home,

of mind and heart and hand.

2 A world in need now summons us
to labor, love, and give;

to make our life an offering

to God, that all may live.

The church of Christ is calling us

to make the dream come true:

a world redeemed by Christ-like love;
all life in Christ made new.

3 In gratitude and humble trust

we bring our best today

to serve your cause and share your love
with all along life's way.

O God, who gave yourself to us

in Jesus Christ your Son,

teach us to give ourselves each day

until life's work is done.
Text: Frank von Christierson, 1900-1996, alt. Text © 1961, ren. 1989
The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

*Apostolic Greeting:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

*Hymn of Praise: “Glory to God” Setting 3, Page 139-140, ELW
Glory to God in the Highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God,
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most high,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.



*The Prayer of the Day:

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual loving kindness to us your
servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful
judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Scripture Reading: Jonah 3:10, 4:1-11
When God saw what the people of Ninevah did, how they turned from their evil ways,
God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them;
and he did not do it.

41But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. ?He prayed to
the LORD and said, “O LoRD! Is not this what | said while | was still in my own country?
That is why | fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for | knew that you are a gracious God
and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from
punishing. 2And now, O LoRD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die
than to live.” *And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” >Then Jonah went out
of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat
under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. ®*The Lorp God
appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to
save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. "‘But when
dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it
withered. 8wWhen the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down
on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is
better for me to die than to live.” °But God said to Jonabh, “Is it right for you to be angry
about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” 1°Then the LoRD said, “You
are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not grow;
it came into being in a night and perished in a night. 1*And should | not be concerned
about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty
thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many
animals?”
L: Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.



Responsive Psalm Reading: Psalm 145:1-8

| will exalt you, my God and king, and bless your name forever and ever.

Every day will | bless you and praise your name forever and ever.

Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised! There is no end to your greatness.

One generation shall praise your works to another and shall declare your

power.

| will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty and all your marvelous works.

They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts, and | will recount your

greatness.

L: They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; they shall sing
joyfully of your righteousness.

C: The LorD is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding

in steadfast love.
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Scripture Reading: Philippians 1:21-30

For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If | am to live in the flesh, that means
fruitful labor for me; and | do not know which | prefer. 22l am hard pressed between the
two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; 2*but to remain in
the flesh is more necessary for you. ?*Since | am convinced of this, | know that I will
remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, ?®so that | may
share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when | come to you again. 2’Only,
live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether | come and
see you or am absent and hear about you, | will know that you are standing firm in one
spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, 8and are in no way
intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of
your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 2°For he has graciously granted you the
privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well—°since you are
having the same struggle that you saw | had and now hear that | still have.

L: Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.

Children’s Sermon
*Gospel Acclamation:  “Alleluia” Setting 3, Page 142, ELW

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the works of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.



*Holy Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16

L: The Holy Gospel according to the Book of Matthew.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to the disciples: “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out
early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers
for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. *When he went out about nine
o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; “and he said to them, ‘You also
go into the vineyard, and | will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. °When he went
out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock
he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you
standing here idle all day?’ “They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said
to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8When evening came, the owner of the
vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with
the last and then going to the first.” °When those hired about five o’clock came, each of
them received the usual daily wage. *°Now when the first came, they thought they
would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. *And when
they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, ?saying, ‘These last worked
only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the
day and the scorching heat.” *But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, | am doing you no
wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? #Take what belongs to you
and go; | choose to give to this last the same as | give to you. *>’Am | not allowed to do
what | choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because | am generous?’
1680 the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

L: The Gospel of our Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

*Hymn: “Lord | Need You” (see insert)
Chorus: All

1 Lord I come | confess

Bowing here | find my rest

And without You | fall apart

You're the one that guides my heart

Chorus 1

Lord | need You oh | need You
Ev'ry hour | need You

My one defense my righteousness
Oh God how | need You

2 Where sin runs deep Your grace is more
Where grace is found is where You are
And where You are Lord | am free
Holiness is Christ in me

Where You are Lord | am free

Holiness is Christ in me



Bridge

So teach my song to rise to You

When temptation comes my way

And when | cannot stand I'll fall on You
Jesus You're my hope and stay

And when | cannot stand I'll fall on You
Jesus You're my hope and stay

Chorus 2

Lord I need You oh | need You
Ev'ry hour | need You

My one defense my righteousness
Oh God how | need You

My one defense my righteousness
Oh God how | need You

CCLI Song # 5925687
Christy Nockels | Daniel Carson | Jesse Reeves | Kristian Stanfill | Matt Maher
CCLI License # 2275507

*Apostles’ Creed:
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*Prayers of the People

*Peace:
L: The peace of Christ be with you always. C: And also with you.

Offering: “Take My Life, That | May Be” ELW #685 (vs. 1, 4)

1 Take my life, that | may be
consecrated, Lord, to thee;

take my moments and my days;
let them flow in ceaseless praise.

4 Take my silver and my gold,
not a mite would | withhold;
take my intellect and use

ev'ry pow'r as thou shall choose.
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt.



*Offertory Prayer:
God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful
service for the sake of your gospel. Amen

*The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thineis the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*Benediction:
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.

*Sending Hymn: “The Lord Now Sends Us Forth” ELW #538

The Lord now sends us forth

with hands to serve and give,
to make of all the earth

a better place to live. Repeat

The angels are not sent
into our world of pain

to do what we were meant
to do in Jesus' name;

that falls to you and me
and all who are made free.
Help us, O Lord, we pray,

to do your will today. Repeat

Text: Anonymous, Central America; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923
English text © 1998 Augsburg Fortress.

*Dismissal:
Go in peace. God is at work in you.
Thanks be to God.



